The paper highlights Open Access Initiative (OAI), its formal origin at the Budapest meeting was organised by the Open Society Institute, and its aims to make published scholarly content freely available on the Web with an intent that the Web would make it easy to access. Parellel to OAI, it address the issue of bibliographic aggregation. It also discusses the J-Gate and Open J-Gate open access databases and their salient features.
INTRODUCTION
After around fifteen years of vibrant activities causing ripples in the world of scholarly journal publishing, OAI as a term found its formal origin at the meeting organised by the Open Society Institute (OSI) in Budapest in 2001. The initiative has signed consents and passionate commitments from a growing number of individuals and organisations around the world who represent researchers, universities, laboratories, libraries, foundations, journals, publishers, learned societies, and kindred open access (OA) initiatives. The initiative also received $3 million funding support from George Soros, the founder of OSI. A well written critical history of OA movement can be found in Richard Poynder's two part articles in Information Today 1, 2 . Over the years, OA movement has driven a large number of journals, both popular and scholarly peer-reviewed, to open access domain which can be estimated to be around 5,000 titles.
Around half of them are estimated to be from the peer-reviewed domain.
ACCESS TO OA JOURNALS
OA aims to make published scholarly content freely available on the Web with an intent that the Web would make it easy to access. However, Web is an ocean of chaos when it comes to sharp and focussed access. Effective access needs efficient bibliographic control and aggreagation. Parellel to OAI, there has been a strong drive by OAI-PMH (protocol for metadata haravesting) to address the issue of bibliographic aggregation. However, OAI-PMH initiative has largely been limited to metadata harvesting from the e-print archives and institutional repositories (IR). This model of bibliographic aggreagation has largely remained untouched by the journal publishers and the traditonal abstracting and indexing (A&I) database publishers. Though more than 16,000 journals have kept the metadata of their journal articles Traditional A&I databases are indexing most of the OA journals without knowing that they are OA journals. Hence, it is hard to identify the OA articles from these sources. Web of Science and Scopus claim to cover more than 200 and 500 OA journals, respectively. Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) is by far the largest directory of OA journals in the scholarly and peer-reviewed domain. DOAJ indexes articles from less than onethird of the journals that it lists in its directory 3,4. ( Table 1 ).
J-GATE AND OPEN ACCESS CONTENT
Informatics started J-Gate as a database tool, and e-journal gateway for searching and accessing articles in online available journals. J-Gate currently indexes articles from more than 16,000 English language journals of which over 10,000 are in scholarly domain. It is by far the largest e-journal portal for English language journals with article-level links to full text.
When the development of J-Gate project was initiated in 2001, the project team at Informatics had not imagined that over the years they would be building the largest database for OA journals as part of J-Gate production process. By the latest count, JGate covers 4, 230 OA journals, drawn from both scholarly and popular domain. J-Gate provides access to the largest collection of articles published in OA journals, largely from 2001 onwards. However, J-Gate is a subscription product, which restricts access to OA journals. Realising this limitation, Informatics, as part of its contribution to OA movement, decided to create a separate subset for the OA content indexed in JGate. This subset was launched as Open J-Gate (OJ) in February 2006.
OJ defines "OA journals as those which are accessible free with or without registration". OJ aims to index articles from all available e-journals in the OA domain, from both scholarly and popular domain. OJ provides seamless access to millions of journal articles available online by linking to full text on publishers websites. It covers both peer reviewed as well as professional journals including industry and trade journals.OJ also distinguishes itself from other portals such as Free Journals Online, DOAJ, etc. which are primarily directory sources for OA journals. Table 1 illustrates OJ's claim of access to more OA journals in comparison to DOAJ. Constant updation: Open J-Gate site is updated daily.
OJ FEATURES AND BENEFITS
Well-designed journal classification: All journals are classified in a three-level hierarchical system to provide for better relevancy in search results. 
Subject Coverage
OJ covers OA journals from all disciplines. The advanced search facility in OJ allows limiting the search to journals from any desired discipline. Table 2 presents the journal coverage statistics by subject categories. 
FUTURE PLANS
OJ is currently cross subsidised by revenues from J-Gate and hence offered as free service to the scholarly and academic community. Informatics hopes to continue to this model. 
